
DO I NEED A LICENSE OR REGISTRATION FOR CHECK CASHING IN GEORGIA 
 
Check cashing businesses in Georgia fall into one of two regulated categories – licensed 
or registered check cashing – and there is a remaining unregulated category of check 
cashing which is exempt.  Please note below the statutory differences for each entity to 
determine into which category your check cashing business may belong. 
 
Check Casher Licensing, Registration, or Exemption 
 

►  License - A full service license is required if you charge a fee that exceeds the greater of $2.00 or 2% 
of the face amount of the check.  Advertising is permitted ONLY by full service licensees.  Statutory 
limitations on fees charged apply. See Section 7-1-706. 
 

►  Registration  - A registration is required if you charge a fee, the fee  DOES NOT exceed  the greater 
of $2.00 or 2% of the face amount of the check, and you DO NOT advertise. 
 

If no fees are charged, no license/registration is needed.  License requirements as noted are based on 
amount of fees charged and the advertising of check cashing services.  Please note the following examples. 
 
 
Check Cashing Full Service License Required  
 

►  If your fees charged for check cashing services EVER exceed the greater of $2 or 2% of the face 
amount of the check,   then a full service LICENSE is required, regardless of whether or not you 
advertise such services.   
 

►  If your fees charged for check cashing services NEVER exceed the greater of $2 or 2% of the face 
amount of the check, but you DO advertise such services, then a full service LICENSE is required. 
 

 
Check Cashing Registration Required  
 

►  If your fees charged for check cashing services NEVER exceed the greater of $2 or 2% of the face 
amount of the check, AND you DO NOT advertise such services, then an application as a 
REGISTERED check casher is permitted.  

 
►  If you charge any fee and advertise the service, then a full service LICENSE is required. 

 
 
Check Cashing Licensing or Registration Not Necessary (EXEMPT) 
 

►  If you DO NOT charge a FEE to cash a check – you DO NOT need to obtain a license or registration. 
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